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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 






July 9, 1959 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 



Subject: Summit Meeting Bud Disarmament 



In planning for a possible Summit meeting I 
believe serious thought should be given to a new start 
toward general disarmament* Khrushchev has shown in** 
teres t on several occasions, tiast February he told 
Macitdllan that the USSR would be willing to see armed 
forces abolished and only militia retained for internal 
security (Enclosure 1). Ambassador Thompson believes 
there is a genuine possibility that Khrushchev would In 
fact agree to total disarmament, with full control and 
inspection (Enclosure 2)* 

Of course this is still only a possibility, not a 
probability . But in my Judgment the implications of 
the arms race are so grave as to give both sides power- 
ful inducement to stop it, indeed there should be more 
common ground between us and the Russians on this point 
than any other • The difficulties are enormous, and yet 
when it comes to disarmament big decisions may be easier 
than little ones. Even a start m the right direction 
would be a major turning-point* 

You could move for such a start at the Summit by 
frankly outlining the problem as yofu see it. The arms 
race is increasingly developing a momentum of its own 
which could easily, like 19Uj.> bring on the war nobody 
wanted. A general war would profit no nation. The cost 
of armaments meanwhile is a world tragedy in the face of 
the real needs of mankind. Serious difficulties between 
nations will keep arising as Jong as history lasts, but 
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the time has cone when the world oust learn to work 
ttxem out by means other than war. Thinkers have 
areamed about disarmament for centuries. It is time 
for governments to get on with its accomplishment. 

•~ .^J 1600 *? £ 5 general disarmament program 
are agreed levels of forces and equipment. verifica- 
tion procedures and machinery for keeping the peace 

M2SLV d4 SJT i,d S ta 5* 8 - **• TIalt6d anidom bS? SSse 
Hints ter, IXincan Sandys, prepared an analysis last 
ysar which might usefully be drawn on (EnSlosure 3) . 

— ..jfj-V**** *£**£ defining limits on internal 
security forces, the United Nations could be asked to 

c^Srin^"" 1 ° f nati ° nal ™H**emente f ro5 all 

-«-».* A T fr ?* h a W> roaoh to the verification problem 

£? LSVSS??* at J,*""*" *X telling KhVShShev 
you agree that inspection and oontrol of weanons 

5SST^SS£ be ♦2 oa ! ldw ^ ■i^ltsneo^sirSlS pro- 
posals to reduce the danger of surprise attack. 

^^ .J " oould point to your recent directive for a 

aTan 1 ei^!SJ n ^ l, i Udy to f 10 Unlted ■*•*•■ ^SnmSnt 
as an earnest of your seriousness in this field. 

•*«:i JS} Si 8 ?* P*" * 0-0 *** the enforcement problem be 
of P iS LIS- «?*2* Pal ^ ^gh-level representatives 
^SS^Si iSL Oownm0at * ^Mwhlle at the Summit 
ttruthohev might be pressed to agree on safeguarded 

SS^alo^TSrSS: M a — * -couSlging move. 

*.v. S T 2L*!?! Y*7 *«•, Soviets work, it would be a ads- 
Z£L2ZJF*i£ *"••. w ^l 01!, *tory talk! to produce any 
agreement. They should rather be looked on as means of 
&££2i»??J? a * J**?* ™** «nd helping the Hea™of 

s^SXL?rS S M thal ru O,m ******* iSo^ag toward » 
second Summit at whloh the main Issues would be taekled. 

If, as seems likely, only limited progresTwere tfaeTmade, 
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the process of staff talks and occasional Summits could 
continue. Even slow progress in this fashion through 
the years could spell the difference between doom and 
survival. 
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Enclosures j 
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Excerpt fron British summary 
of Maeaillan-Xhrushehev dis- 
cussions, February 1959* 
Exoerpt from Ambassador Thompson's 
telegram, March 9, 1959. 
Duncan Sandys paper, dated 
April 22, 1958. 
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Enclosure 2 . 



Bxoerpt from Ambassador Thompson's telegram from Mo a cow . 
^ « 
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At the other extreme of policy there is the possibility 
of total disarmament with full control and inspection. 
A l th oug h this may sound dreamy and does have enormous 
risks, I believe it worthy of serious study and that 
there is genuine possibility Khrushchev would agree to 
it. This may in faot be one of proposals he expeots 
to put forward at a summit conference, while full 
discussion beyond bounds this message I wish merely 
to suggest that I do not believe communism as it now 
exists could long live in freer atmosphere and con- 
tacts which would almost inevitably follow as next 
step. While risks on both sides would be enormous, 
they should in my view be judged in light of alternative 
of nuclear war. I also suggest we should re-examine 
our position on a more limited disarmament agreement 
involving drastic cuts in land f cross. 




PIP 
UfttevJ 










DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ^^J^^Li£JL . 

By A^_„ M.E Date.jgLiZ- 



